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December 1, 2022 

 

Dear Eighth Grade Parents and Guardians,  

 

We are beginning to plan for the 2nd annual Close Up Washington D.C. trip for our eighth-grade students.  The trip is 

scheduled for May 21-24, 2023.  We are pleased to announce that in addition to Washington DC, our students will also 

have a stop in Gettysburg, PA, for a tour.  I am writing to provide you with some initial trip information and to notify you 

of our first deadline which involves registration and trip commitment.     

 

This is an educational trip; therefore, the cost will be covered by local district funds, Cattaraugus-Allegany BOCES 

funding, and a class fundraiser. Accommodations, meals, transportation, and all instructional programming are included.  

Other than money for souvenirs, the trip has no cost to families.    

 

To manage reservations and use district funds responsibly, we will need to know if your child WILL NOT be 

attending the trip by Tuesday, December 20, 2022. This is a hard deadline as any drops after this deadline will cost the 

district the full price of the trip.  Please email me at moconnell@wlsv.org to make this notification.  

 

Trip Information Night: We will plan a pre-trip information meeting in March at a date TBA. A representative from 

Close Up will join us to provide you with trip details, including the sites students will visit and an overview of the 

educational programming that comes with this incredible opportunity.   

 

Registration: Once we have our final commitments, we will issue a letter with directions for families to register their child 

on the Close Up website.  Look for this communication in January.   

 

Fundraising: After the start of the new year, we will hit the ground running with a class fundraiser.  Look for more 

information coming home soon.   

 

Why this trip is important?  

• A hands-on learning opportunity to inform, inspire and empower students to become engaged citizens. 

• Close Up is a non-profit civic education organization and trip curriculum is aligned with NYS Social Studies 

Standards for 8th grade.   

• Learn about US history & government, where it happens, alongside other 8th graders from around the US.  

• When out of comfort zone, personal growth occurs 

• Increase life experiences and contribute to a wider world perspective 

• Increase independence and confidence 

 

Sincerely,  

 
Mary Ellen O'Connell 

Secondary School Principal 
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